
 
      November 27, 2006 
      Seven o’clock P.M. 
      North Little Rock City Hall Council Chambers 
      300 Main Street 
      North Little Rock, Arkansas 
 
The regular meeting of the North Little Rock City Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by the 
honorable Mayor PATRICK HENRY HAYS.  The roll having been called, and the following 
Aldermen answered to their names: LINDA ROBINSON, GARY BERRY, JOHN PARKER, 
CHARLIE HIGHT and MURRY WITCHER, a quorum was declared (5/0).  Aldermen MARTIN 
GIPSON, NEIL BRYANT and OLEN THOMAS were absent.  City Clerk Diane Whitbey and 
City Attorney Paul Suskie were also present.  Mayor Hays advised Alderman Gipson was ill and 
contagious, Alderman Bryant was out of town on business and Alderman Thomas was in the 
hospital due to an accident and may require surgery. 
 
The invocation was given by Alderwoman Robinson, followed by the pledge of allegiance to the 
flag which was also led by Alderwoman Robinson. 
 
On the motion of Alderman Witcher and seconded by Alderman Berry, and by consent of all 
members present, the minutes of a regular council meeting held on Monday, November 13, 2006, 
were approved, accepted and filed as prepared by the City Clerk (5/0). 
 
On the blanket motion of Alderwoman Robinson and seconded by Alderman Witcher, and by 
consent of all members present, communications # 1, 2, 4, 5, 6 and 7 were accepted and filed 
(5/0). 
1.  Sharon Tedford, Mayor’s Office memorandum re: application for replacement retail beer off  
     premises permit for Levy Super Mart f/k/a Shawn’s One Stop, 3303 Pike Avenue by  
     Mohammad A. Butte. 
2.  Jim Redman, Executive Director, North Little Rock Housing Authority letter to Mayor Hays 
     and City Council re: Teresa Burl elected to serve unexpired term of Rev. Gerald “Jerry”  
     Meeks on Housing Authority Board. 
4.  Michael J. Drake, Main Street Argenta Director memorandum to Mayor Hays re: Smarthouse 
     Way Southern Tract Re-development Progress Report. 
5.  James Ard (via facsimile) letter to Colonel Steve Dozier, Executive Director Arkansas State 
     Police re: June 2005 incident involving Mr. Ard and State Police Officer. 
6.  James Ard (via facsimile) letter dated June 6, 2005, from Hugh Brown, Attorney at Law to 
     Colonel Steve Dozier, re: claim pertaining to injuries and damages, November 11, 2004. 
7.  James Ard (via facsimile) letter dated June 6, 2005, from Hugh Brown, Attorney at Law to  
     John Swanson, Executive Director MEMS re: request to examine MEMS files pursuant to the   
    Arkansas Freedom of Information Act related to an incident involving Mr. Ard. 
 
On the motion of Alderman Hight and seconded by Alderman Berry, and by consent of all 
members present, communication #3 was read by title only, accepted and filed (5/0). 
3.  Joe Smith, Director of Commerce/Purchasing letter to Mayor and City Council re:    
     construction of Dickey-Stephens Park.   Work remaining and anticipated additional changes  
     include additional parking lot.  On schedule for completion and opening in April, 2007. 
     Mayor Hays updated the council on the status of Dickey-Stephens Park and a recent donation.   
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The regular meeting of the North Little Rock City Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by the honorable Mayor PATRICK HENRY HAYS.  The roll having been called, and the following Aldermen answered to their names: LINDA ROBINSON, GARY BERRY, JOHN PARKER, CHARLIE HIGHT and MURRY WITCHER, a quorum was declared (5/0).  Aldermen MARTIN GIPSON, NEIL BRYANT and OLEN THOMAS were absent.  City Clerk Diane Whitbey and City Attorney Paul Suskie were also present.  Mayor Hays advised Alderman Gipson was ill and contagious, Alderman Bryant was out of town on business and Alderman Thomas was in the hospital due to an accident and may require surgery.


The invocation was given by Alderwoman Robinson, followed by the pledge of allegiance to the flag which was also led by Alderwoman Robinson.


On the motion of Alderman Witcher and seconded by Alderman Berry, and by consent of all members present, the minutes of a regular council meeting held on Monday, November 13, 2006, were approved, accepted and filed as prepared by the City Clerk (5/0).


On the blanket motion of Alderwoman Robinson and seconded by Alderman Witcher, and by consent of all members present, communications # 1, 2, 4, 5, 6 and 7 were accepted and filed (5/0).


1.  Sharon Tedford, Mayor’s Office memorandum re: application for replacement retail beer off 

     premises permit for Levy Super Mart f/k/a Shawn’s One Stop, 3303 Pike Avenue by 

     Mohammad A. Butte.


2.  Jim Redman, Executive Director, North Little Rock Housing Authority letter to Mayor Hays

     and City Council re: Teresa Burl elected to serve unexpired term of Rev. Gerald “Jerry” 

     Meeks on Housing Authority Board.


4.  Michael J. Drake, Main Street Argenta Director memorandum to Mayor Hays re: Smarthouse

     Way Southern Tract Re-development Progress Report.


5.  James Ard (via facsimile) letter to Colonel Steve Dozier, Executive Director Arkansas State

     Police re: June 2005 incident involving Mr. Ard and State Police Officer.


6.  James Ard (via facsimile) letter dated June 6, 2005, from Hugh Brown, Attorney at Law to

     Colonel Steve Dozier, re: claim pertaining to injuries and damages, November 11, 2004.


7.  James Ard (via facsimile) letter dated June 6, 2005, from Hugh Brown, Attorney at Law to 

     John Swanson, Executive Director MEMS re: request to examine MEMS files pursuant to the  


    Arkansas Freedom of Information Act related to an incident involving Mr. Ard.


On the motion of Alderman Hight and seconded by Alderman Berry, and by consent of all members present, communication #3 was read by title only, accepted and filed (5/0).


3.  Joe Smith, Director of Commerce/Purchasing letter to Mayor and City Council re:   


     construction of Dickey-Stephens Park.   Work remaining and anticipated additional changes 

     include additional parking lot.  On schedule for completion and opening in April, 2007.


     Mayor Hays updated the council on the status of Dickey-Stephens Park and a recent donation.  


UNFINISHED BUSINESS

None


NEW BUSINESS

R-06-153 (RESOLUTION NO. 7026 - MAYOR HAYS)


A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE ISSUANCE OF REVENUE REFUNDING BONDS BY THE CITY OF NORTH LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS HEALTH FACILITIES BOARD (BAPTIST HEALTH) WITH RESPECT TO CERTAIN HEALTHCARE FACILITIES (Baptist Health Medical Center); AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  A motion to adopt was made by Alderwoman Robinson and seconded by Alderman Witcher.  Mayor Hays introduced Mr. Harrison Dean and Mr. Jim Buttre, Legal Council for Baptist who were present and advised the legislation is to authorize refinancing.  On the previous motion, and by consent of all members present, the resolution was adopted (5/0).


R-06-154 (RESOLUTION NO. 7027 - MAYOR HAYS)


A RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING A ONE-TIME PAYMENT OF $357,000.00 FROM THE 2006 GENERAL FUND TO PROVIDE MONIES TO PULASKI COUNTY FOR THE 2007 OPERATIONS OF THE PULASKI COUNTY REGIONAL DETENTION FACILITY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  A motion to adopt was made by Alderman Witcher and seconded by Alderman Berry.  Mayor Hays advised this is the same amount as last year, and it may be reduced due to the work release program.  On the previous motion, and by consent of members present, the resolution was adopted (5/0).  


R-06-155 (RESOLUTION NO. 7028 - MAYOR HAYS)


A RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING MONEY FOR ARCHITECTURAL AND ENGINEERING SERVICES RELATING TO AN ASBESTOS ABATEMENT SURVEY AND DEMOLITION SURVEY (Old Memorial Hospital); AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  A motion to adopt was made by Alderman Hight and seconded by Alderman Witcher.  Mayor Hays advised demolition would be in excess of $500,000.00.  Bids came back at approximately $600,000.00 - $900,000.00 for demolition and asbestos removal.  Net costs were $1.5 to $1.6 million.  The property appraised at $1.6 million.  On the previous motion, and by consent of all members, the resolution was adopted (5/0).


R-06-156 (RESOLUTION NO. 7029 - MAYOR HAYS)


A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING A DONATION OF $423,000.00 FOR EXPENDITURES RELATED TO THE CONSTRUCTION OF DICKEY-STEPHENS PARK; AUTHORIZING THE CONSTRUCTION OF A PARKING LOT; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  On the motion of Alderman Hight and seconded by Alderman Witcher, and by consent of all members present, the resolution was adopted (5/0).


R-06-157 (RESOLUTION NO. 7030 - ALDERMAN GIPSON)


A RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING $20,000.00 FROM THE GENERAL FUND FOR THE CODE ENFORCEMENT DEPARTMENT DEMOLITION AND DEBRIS REMOVAL PROGRAM; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  On the motion of Alderman Hight and seconded by Alderman Witcher, and by consent of all members present, the resolution was adopted (5/0).


O-06-106


AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A MASTER STREET PLAN AND MAP FOR THE CITY OF NORTH LITTLE ROCK, REPLACING THE PREVIOUS MASTER STREET PLAN; DECLARING AN EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  Mr. Robert Voyles, Planning Director advised the plan is revised approximately every five (5) years and cited areas of change including Batesville Pike and Faulkner Lake Road, the Maumelle Boulevard area and adoption of various ordinances.  Alderman Hight asked about references regarding Fairway and Five-Mile Creek to the city limits and referred to the removal of the Fairway Bridge from the Master Street Plan in 1998.  Alderman Witcher mentioned future residential development.  Mayor Hays asked Mr. Voyles to visit with Aldermen Hight and Witcher regarding concerns.  On the motion of Alderman Hight and seconded by Alderwoman Robinson, and by consent of all members present, including the Mayor who voted yes, the rules were suspended and the ordinance was placed on its second reading (6/0).  The ordinance was read a second time and held at the request of the sponsor, Mayor Hays.  


O-06-107


AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING NEW RETAIL ELECTRIC RATES FOR CUSTOMERS OF THE NORTH LITTLE ROCK ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  Mayor Hays advised a public hearing will be held on Monday, December 4, 2006, at 6:00 p.m. to discuss items regarding electric rates, franchise fees, the Occupation Privilege fees and the 2007 Budget.  Public comments will also be taken on December 11.  On the motion of Alderman Berry and seconded by Alderman Hight, and by consent of all members present, including Mayor Hays who voted yes, the rules were suspended and the ordinance was placed on its second reading (6/0).  The ordinance was read a second time.  On the motion of Alderman Hight and seconded by Alderman Witcher, and by consent of all members present, the ordinance was amended as follows:: attach Exhibit “A” (5/0).  The ordinance was then held at the request of the sponsor, Mayor Hays.


O-06-108


AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE COLLECTION OF A FRANCHISE FEE (4.25%) BY ENTERGY ARKANSAS, INC. ON SERVICES PROVIDED WITHIN THE MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES OF THE CITY OF NORTH LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS; THE METHOD OF PAYMENT THEREOF, DECLARING AN EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read one time.  A motion to suspend the rules was made by Alderwoman Robinson and seconded by Alderman Hight, and by consent of all members present, with the exception of Alderman Witcher who passed, the motion failed (4/1).  The ordinance was then held by the sponsor, Mayor Hays.


O-06-109


AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE COLLECTION OF A FRANCHISE FEE (4.25%) BY CENTERPOINT ENERGY ARKANSAS GAS ON SERVICES PROVIDED WITHIN THE MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES OF THE CITY OF NORTH LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS; THE METHOD OF PAYMENT THEREOF; DECLARING AN EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  On the motion of Alderwoman Robinson, and seconded by Alderman Berry, and by consent of all members present, including Mayor Hays who voted yes, the rules were suspended and the ordinance was placed on its second reading (6/0).  The ordinance was read a second time and held at the request of the sponsor, Mayor Hays.


O-06-110


AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE COLLECTION OF A FRANCHISE FEE (6.9%) BY WASTE WATER TREATMENT COMMITTEE ON SERVICES PROVIDED WITHIN THE MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES OF THE CITY OF NORTH LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS; THE METHOD OF PAYMENT THEREOF; DECLARING AN EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  On the motion of Alderman Witcher and seconded by Alderman Hight, and by consent of all members present, including Mayor Hays who voted yes, the rules were suspended and the ordinance was placed on its second reading (6/0).  The ordinance was read a second time and held at the request of the sponsor, Mayor Hays.


O-06-111


AN ORDINANCE KNOWN AS THE “OCCUPATION PRIVILEGE LICENSE ORDINANCE” AMENDING CERTAIN SECTIONS IN CHAPTER 98 OF THE NORTH LITTLE ROCK MUNICIPAL CODE (NLRMC); AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  On the motion of Alderman Hight and seconded by Alderman Berry, and by consent of all members present, including Mayor Hays who voted yes, the rules were suspended and the ordinance was placed on its second reading (6/0).  The ordinance was read a second time and held at the request of the sponsor, Mayor Hays.


O-06-112


AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A BUDGET FOR THE 2007 FISCAL YEAR FOR THE CITY OF NORTH LITTLE ROCK; DECLARING AN EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  On the motion of Alderman Witcher and seconded by Alderman Berry, and by consent of all members present, including Mayor Hays who voted yes, the rules were suspended and the ordinance was placed on its second reading (6/0).  The ordinance was read a second time.  On the motion of Alderman Witcher and seconded by Alderwoman Robinson, and by consent of all members present, the ordinance was amended as follows:: attached Exhibits “A” and “B” (5/0).  The ordinance was then held at the request of the sponsor, Mayor Hays.  Mayor Hays said the city’s budget is a little over $48 million.  Reducing the budget will reduce the city’s dependency on the Electric Department.  Services provided will not be cut at this time.  City employees did not receive raises (cost of living) this year (2006).  Mayor Hays also discussed Health Insurance and an increase of $550,000.00.  Additional funds were discussed to offset electric rate increases over the next few years.  Mayor Hays described comparisons between customers (residential and commercial) and the average electric bill in North Little Rock.  The city has approximately 34,000 residential electric customers and approximately 2,000 commercial customers.  Other utility rates will be affected in the future, including water and waste water.  Sanitation costs have increased from $3 million to over $4 million.  Long-term planning was reviewed, including the Plum Point Plant operating in 2010 and the payoff of the Murray Hydro Electric note in 2014.  Several council members requested a copy of the current privilege license schedule.  Mayor Hays said the majority of privilege increases would be for large chain stores which operate in both Little Rock and North Little Rock.  Some fees will decrease.  


O-06-113 (ORDINANCE NO. 7881 - ALDERMAN BRYANT)


AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 7874 TO CORRECT STREET ADDRESS (should be 119 West “H” Street); DECLARING AN EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  On the motion of Alderman Witcher and seconded by Alderman Hight, and by consent of all members present, including Mayor Hays who voted yes, the rules were suspended and the ordinance was placed on its second reading (6/0).  On the motion of Alderman Witcher and seconded by Alderman Hight, and by consent of all members present, including Mayor Hays who voted yes, the rules were again suspended and the ordinance was placed on its third and final reading (6/0).  The roll having been called, and all members present having voted in the affirmative, the ordinance was adopted (5/0).  On the emergency clause, all members present voted in the affirmative, including Mayor Hays who voted yes, the emergency clause was adopted (6/0).


O-06-114 (ORDINANCE NO. 7882 - ALDERMEN BRYANT AND GIPSON)


AN ORDINANCE TO RECLASSIFY CERTAIN PROPERTY LOCATED AT 4300 STOCKTON DRIVE IN THE CITY OF NORTH LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS, FROM THE PRESENT I-2 TO C-3 CLASSIFICATION BY AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 7697 OF THE CITY OF NORTH LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS; DECLARING AN EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  On the motion of Alderwoman Robinson, and seconded by Alderman Berry, and by consent of all members present, including Mayor Hays who voted yes, the rules were suspended and the ordinance was placed on its second reading (6/0).  On the motion of Alderman Berry and seconded by Alderwoman Robinson, and by consent of all members present, including Mayor Hays who voted yes, the rules were again suspended and the ordinance was placed on its third and final reading (6/0).  The roll having been called, and all members present having voted in the affirmative, the ordinance was adopted (5/0).  On the emergency clause, all members present voted in the affirmative, including Mayor Hays who voted yes, the emergency clause was adopted (6/0).  (applicant: James A. Matthews)


O-06-115 (ORDINANCE NO. 7883 - ALDERMAN PARKER)


AN ORDINANCE TO RECLASSIFY CERTAIN PROPERTY LOCATED IN THE AREA AROUND NORTHSHORE DRIVE AND COOKS LANDING IN THE CITY OF NORTH LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS, FROM THE PRESENT I-2 TO C-3 CLASSIFICATION BY AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 7697 OF THE CITY OF NORTH LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS; DECLARING AN EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  On the motion of Alderman Parker and seconded by Alderwoman Robinson, and by consent of all members present, including Mayor Hays who voted yes, the rules were suspended and the ordinance was placed on its second reading (6/0).  On the motion of Alderman Parker and seconded by Alderman Hight, and by consent of all members present, including Mayor Hays who voted yes, the rules were again suspended and the ordinance was placed on its third and final reading (6/0).  The roll having been called, and all members present having voted in the affirmative, the ordinance was adopted (5/0).  On the emergency clause, all members present voted in the affirmative, including Mayor Hays who voted yes, the emergency clause was adopted (6/0).  (applicant: Gene Pfeifer).


PUBLIC COMMENTS-------------------- 


Mayor Hays advised the last meeting in December falls on Christmas Day, the 25th.  Traditionally, the meeting would be held the next day, however, that date is also a city holiday.  A decision will be made on December 11.  The meeting could be held later the same week or during the previous week.  The meeting will be the last for Aldermen Berry and Gipson.  Alderman Berry reminded the public of the run-off election tomorrow, November 28, in Ward 3.  Polls will be open from 7:30 a.m. until 7:30 p.m.  Mr. Bobby Taylor said he needed to talk to Billy Grace, Animal Control Director, in person.  Mrs. Margaret Powell, Director of Community Relations advised the annual Christmas Parade will be Saturday, December 2. The Arkansas Symphony Orchestra Holiday Concert will be Sunday, December 3, 2006, at 3:00 p.m. at North Little Rock East Campus.  Tickets can be purchased at any Bank of the Ozarks or Twin City Bank location.  Mayor Hays will read The Night Before Christmas. The guest maestro will be Mr. Eddie Armstrong.  Mr. Armstrong was National Boys and Girls Club Boy of the Year.  He was President of the Association of Students at the University of Arkansas in Fayetteville.  Mrs. Powell said tickets are $15.00.  Alderman Hight said the Christmas Parade will travel from Pershing Boulevard down Main Street to 4th Street where it will make a right turn.  Viewing stands will be set up in the area of 6th and 7th Street on Main.   The parade begins at 1:00 p.m.  Mr. Jim Ard advised a State Policeman pulled over a car and removed the person from the car.  Mr. Ard said he was concerned with the officer riding an ambulance.  


There being no further business to come before the Council, and on the motion of Alderwoman Robinson and seconded by Alderman Hight, and by consent of all members present, the meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. (5/0), until the next regular meeting to be held on Monday, December 11, 2006, at seven o’clock p.m. in the City Council Chambers in City Hall, located at 300 Main Street, North Little Rock, Arkansas.


APPROVED:  MAYOR PATRICK HENRY HAYS     


ATTEST:        DIANE WHITBEY, CITY CLERK      

d_whitbey�
Minutes 06 Nov 27.doc�



 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS
R-06-153 (RESOLUTION NO. 7026 - MAYOR HAYS) 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE ISSUANCE OF REVENUE REFUNDING BONDS BY 
THE CITY OF NORTH LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS HEALTH FACILITIES BOARD 
(BAPTIST HEALTH) WITH RESPECT TO CERTAIN HEALTHCARE FACILITIES (Baptist 
Health Medical Center); AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  A motion to adopt was 
made by Alderwoman Robinson and seconded by Alderman Witcher.  Mayor Hays introduced 
Mr. Harrison Dean and Mr. Jim Buttre, Legal Council for Baptist who were present and advised 
the legislation is to authorize refinancing.  On the previous motion, and by consent of all 
members present, the resolution was adopted (5/0). 
 
R-06-154 (RESOLUTION NO. 7027 - MAYOR HAYS) 
A RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING A ONE-TIME PAYMENT OF $357,000.00 FROM THE 
2006 GENERAL FUND TO PROVIDE MONIES TO PULASKI COUNTY FOR THE 2007 
OPERATIONS OF THE PULASKI COUNTY REGIONAL DETENTION FACILITY; AND 
FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  A motion to adopt was made by Alderman Witcher and 
seconded by Alderman Berry.  Mayor Hays advised this is the same amount as last year, and it 
may be reduced due to the work release program.  On the previous motion, and by consent of 
members present, the resolution was adopted (5/0).   
 
R-06-155 (RESOLUTION NO. 7028 - MAYOR HAYS) 
A RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING MONEY FOR ARCHITECTURAL AND 
ENGINEERING SERVICES RELATING TO AN ASBESTOS ABATEMENT SURVEY AND 
DEMOLITION SURVEY (Old Memorial Hospital); AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  
A motion to adopt was made by Alderman Hight and seconded by Alderman Witcher.  Mayor 
Hays advised demolition would be in excess of $500,000.00.  Bids came back at approximately 
$600,000.00 - $900,000.00 for demolition and asbestos removal.  Net costs were $1.5 to $1.6 
million.  The property appraised at $1.6 million.  On the previous motion, and by consent of all 
members, the resolution was adopted (5/0). 
 
R-06-156 (RESOLUTION NO. 7029 - MAYOR HAYS) 
A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING A DONATION OF $423,000.00 FOR EXPENDITURES 
RELATED TO THE CONSTRUCTION OF DICKEY-STEPHENS PARK; AUTHORIZING 
THE CONSTRUCTION OF A PARKING LOT; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  On 
the motion of Alderman Hight and seconded by Alderman Witcher, and by consent of all 
members present, the resolution was adopted (5/0). 
 
R-06-157 (RESOLUTION NO. 7030 - ALDERMAN GIPSON) 
A RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING $20,000.00 FROM THE GENERAL FUND FOR THE 
CODE ENFORCEMENT DEPARTMENT DEMOLITION AND DEBRIS REMOVAL 
PROGRAM; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  On the motion of Alderman Hight and 
seconded by Alderman Witcher, and by consent of all members present, the resolution was 
adopted (5/0). 
 



O-06-106 
AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A MASTER STREET PLAN AND MAP FOR THE CITY OF 
NORTH LITTLE ROCK, REPLACING THE PREVIOUS MASTER STREET PLAN; 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  Mr. Robert 
Voyles, Planning Director advised the plan is revised approximately every five (5) years and 
cited areas of change including Batesville Pike and Faulkner Lake Road, the Maumelle 
Boulevard area and adoption of various ordinances.  Alderman Hight asked about references 
regarding Fairway and Five-Mile Creek to the city limits and referred to the removal of the 
Fairway Bridge from the Master Street Plan in 1998.  Alderman Witcher mentioned future 
residential development.  Mayor Hays asked Mr. Voyles to visit with Aldermen Hight and 
Witcher regarding concerns.  On the motion of Alderman Hight and seconded by Alderwoman 
Robinson, and by consent of all members present, including the Mayor who voted yes, the rules 
were suspended and the ordinance was placed on its second reading (6/0).  The ordinance was 
read a second time and held at the request of the sponsor, Mayor Hays.   
           
O-06-107 
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING NEW RETAIL ELECTRIC RATES FOR CUSTOMERS 
OF THE NORTH LITTLE ROCK ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT; AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES, was read.  Mayor Hays advised a public hearing will be held on Monday, 
December 4, 2006, at 6:00 p.m. to discuss items regarding electric rates, franchise fees, the 
Occupation Privilege fees and the 2007 Budget.  Public comments will also be taken on 
December 11.  On the motion of Alderman Berry and seconded by Alderman Hight, and by 
consent of all members present, including Mayor Hays who voted yes, the rules were suspended 
and the ordinance was placed on its second reading (6/0).  The ordinance was read a second time.  
On the motion of Alderman Hight and seconded by Alderman Witcher, and by consent of all 
members present, the ordinance was amended as follows:: attach Exhibit “A” (5/0).  The 
ordinance was then held at the request of the sponsor, Mayor Hays. 
 
O-06-108 
AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE COLLECTION OF A FRANCHISE FEE (4.25%) 
BY ENTERGY ARKANSAS, INC. ON SERVICES PROVIDED WITHIN THE MUNICIPAL 
BOUNDARIES OF THE CITY OF NORTH LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS; THE METHOD 
OF PAYMENT THEREOF, DECLARING AN EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES, was read one time.  A motion to suspend the rules was made by Alderwoman 
Robinson and seconded by Alderman Hight, and by consent of all members present, with the 
exception of Alderman Witcher who passed, the motion failed (4/1).  The ordinance was then 
held by the sponsor, Mayor Hays. 
 
O-06-109 
AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE COLLECTION OF A FRANCHISE FEE (4.25%) 
BY CENTERPOINT ENERGY ARKANSAS GAS ON SERVICES PROVIDED WITHIN THE 
MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES OF THE CITY OF NORTH LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS; THE 
METHOD OF PAYMENT THEREOF; DECLARING AN EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES, was read.  On the motion of Alderwoman Robinson, and seconded by Alderman 
Berry, and by consent of all members present, including Mayor Hays who voted yes, the rules 
were suspended and the ordinance was placed on its second reading (6/0).  The ordinance was 
read a second time and held at the request of the sponsor, Mayor Hays. 
 



O-06-110 
AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE COLLECTION OF A FRANCHISE FEE (6.9%) 
BY WASTE WATER TREATMENT COMMITTEE ON SERVICES PROVIDED WITHIN 
THE MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES OF THE CITY OF NORTH LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS; 
THE METHOD OF PAYMENT THEREOF; DECLARING AN EMERGENCY; AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  On the motion of Alderman Witcher and seconded by 
Alderman Hight, and by consent of all members present, including Mayor Hays who voted yes, 
the rules were suspended and the ordinance was placed on its second reading (6/0).  The 
ordinance was read a second time and held at the request of the sponsor, Mayor Hays. 
 
O-06-111 
AN ORDINANCE KNOWN AS THE “OCCUPATION PRIVILEGE LICENSE ORDINANCE” 
AMENDING CERTAIN SECTIONS IN CHAPTER 98 OF THE NORTH LITTLE ROCK 
MUNICIPAL CODE (NLRMC); AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  On the motion of 
Alderman Hight and seconded by Alderman Berry, and by consent of all members present, 
including Mayor Hays who voted yes, the rules were suspended and the ordinance was placed on 
its second reading (6/0).  The ordinance was read a second time and held at the request of the 
sponsor, Mayor Hays. 
 
O-06-112 
AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A BUDGET FOR THE 2007 FISCAL YEAR FOR THE CITY 
OF NORTH LITTLE ROCK; DECLARING AN EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES, was read.  On the motion of Alderman Witcher and seconded by Alderman Berry, 
and by consent of all members present, including Mayor Hays who voted yes, the rules were 
suspended and the ordinance was placed on its second reading (6/0).  The ordinance was read a 
second time.  On the motion of Alderman Witcher and seconded by Alderwoman Robinson, and 
by consent of all members present, the ordinance was amended as follows:: attached Exhibits 
“A” and “B” (5/0).  The ordinance was then held at the request of the sponsor, Mayor Hays.  
Mayor Hays said the city’s budget is a little over $48 million.  Reducing the budget will reduce 
the city’s dependency on the Electric Department.  Services provided will not be cut at this time.  
City employees did not receive raises (cost of living) this year (2006).  Mayor Hays also 
discussed Health Insurance and an increase of $550,000.00.  Additional funds were discussed to 
offset electric rate increases over the next few years.  Mayor Hays described comparisons 
between customers (residential and commercial) and the average electric bill in North Little 
Rock.  The city has approximately 34,000 residential electric customers and approximately 2,000 
commercial customers.  Other utility rates will be affected in the future, including water and 
waste water.  Sanitation costs have increased from $3 million to over $4 million.  Long-term 
planning was reviewed, including the Plum Point Plant operating in 2010 and the payoff of the 
Murray Hydro Electric note in 2014.  Several council members requested a copy of the current 
privilege license schedule.  Mayor Hays said the majority of privilege increases would be for 
large chain stores which operate in both Little Rock and North Little Rock.  Some fees will 
decrease.   

 
O-06-113 (ORDINANCE NO. 7881 - ALDERMAN BRYANT) 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 7874 TO CORRECT STREET ADDRESS 
(should be 119 West “H” Street); DECLARING AN EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES, was read.  On the motion of Alderman Witcher and seconded by Alderman Hight, 
and by consent of all members present, including Mayor Hays who voted yes, the rules were 



suspended and the ordinance was placed on its second reading (6/0).  On the motion of Alderman 
Witcher and seconded by Alderman Hight, and by consent of all members present, including 
Mayor Hays who voted yes, the rules were again suspended and the ordinance was placed on its 
third and final reading (6/0).  The roll having been called, and all members present having voted 
in the affirmative, the ordinance was adopted (5/0).  On the emergency clause, all members 
present voted in the affirmative, including Mayor Hays who voted yes, the emergency clause was 
adopted (6/0). 
 
O-06-114 (ORDINANCE NO. 7882 - ALDERMEN BRYANT AND GIPSON) 
AN ORDINANCE TO RECLASSIFY CERTAIN PROPERTY LOCATED AT 4300 
STOCKTON DRIVE IN THE CITY OF NORTH LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS, FROM THE 
PRESENT I-2 TO C-3 CLASSIFICATION BY AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 7697 OF THE 
CITY OF NORTH LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS; DECLARING AN EMERGENCY; AND 
FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  On the motion of Alderwoman Robinson, and seconded 
by Alderman Berry, and by consent of all members present, including Mayor Hays who voted 
yes, the rules were suspended and the ordinance was placed on its second reading (6/0).  On the 
motion of Alderman Berry and seconded by Alderwoman Robinson, and by consent of all 
members present, including Mayor Hays who voted yes, the rules were again suspended and the 
ordinance was placed on its third and final reading (6/0).  The roll having been called, and all 
members present having voted in the affirmative, the ordinance was adopted (5/0).  On the 
emergency clause, all members present voted in the affirmative, including Mayor Hays who 
voted yes, the emergency clause was adopted (6/0).  (applicant: James A. Matthews) 
 
O-06-115 (ORDINANCE NO. 7883 - ALDERMAN PARKER) 
AN ORDINANCE TO RECLASSIFY CERTAIN PROPERTY LOCATED IN THE AREA 
AROUND NORTHSHORE DRIVE AND COOKS LANDING IN THE CITY OF NORTH 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS, FROM THE PRESENT I-2 TO C-3 CLASSIFICATION BY 
AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 7697 OF THE CITY OF NORTH LITTLE ROCK, 
ARKANSAS; DECLARING AN EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  
On the motion of Alderman Parker and seconded by Alderwoman Robinson, and by consent of 
all members present, including Mayor Hays who voted yes, the rules were suspended and the 
ordinance was placed on its second reading (6/0).  On the motion of Alderman Parker and 
seconded by Alderman Hight, and by consent of all members present, including Mayor Hays 
who voted yes, the rules were again suspended and the ordinance was placed on its third and 
final reading (6/0).  The roll having been called, and all members present having voted in the 
affirmative, the ordinance was adopted (5/0).  On the emergency clause, all members present 
voted in the affirmative, including Mayor Hays who voted yes, the emergency clause was 
adopted (6/0).  (applicant: Gene Pfeifer). 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS--------------------  
Mayor Hays advised the last meeting in December falls on Christmas Day, the 25th.  
Traditionally, the meeting would be held the next day, however, that date is also a city holiday.  
A decision will be made on December 11.  The meeting could be held later the same week or 
during the previous week.  The meeting will be the last for Aldermen Berry and Gipson.  
Alderman Berry reminded the public of the run-off election tomorrow, November 28, in Ward 3.  
Polls will be open from 7:30 a.m. until 7:30 p.m.  Mr. Bobby Taylor said he needed to talk to 
Billy Grace, Animal Control Director, in person.  Mrs. Margaret Powell, Director of Community 
Relations advised the annual Christmas Parade will be Saturday, December 2. The Arkansas 



Symphony Orchestra Holiday Concert will be Sunday, December 3, 2006, at 3:00 p.m. at North 
Little Rock East Campus.  Tickets can be purchased at any Bank of the Ozarks or Twin City 
Bank location.  Mayor Hays will read The Night Before Christmas. The guest maestro will be 
Mr. Eddie Armstrong.  Mr. Armstrong was National Boys and Girls Club Boy of the Year.  He 
was President of the Association of Students at the University of Arkansas in Fayetteville.  Mrs. 
Powell said tickets are $15.00.  Alderman Hight said the Christmas Parade will travel from 
Pershing Boulevard down Main Street to 4th Street where it will make a right turn.  Viewing 
stands will be set up in the area of 6th and 7th Street on Main.   The parade begins at 1:00 p.m.  
Mr. Jim Ard advised a State Policeman pulled over a car and removed the person from the car.  
Mr. Ard said he was concerned with the officer riding an ambulance.   
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, and on the motion of Alderwoman 
Robinson and seconded by Alderman Hight, and by consent of all members present, the meeting 
adjourned at 8:20 p.m. (5/0), until the next regular meeting to be held on Monday, December 11, 
2006, at seven o’clock p.m. in the City Council Chambers in City Hall, located at 300 Main 
Street, North Little Rock, Arkansas. 
 
APPROVED:  MAYOR PATRICK HENRY HAYS      
ATTEST:        DIANE WHITBEY, CITY CLERK       


